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Wild Geese by Mary Oliver: 

ñYou do not have to be good. You do not have to walk on your knees for 
a hundred miles through the desert, repenting. You only have to let the 
soft animal of your body love what it loves. Tell me about despair, yours, 
and I will tell you mine. Meanwhile the world goes on. Meanwhile the 
sun and the clear pebbles of the rain are moving across the landscapes, 
over the prairies and the deep trees, the mountains and the rivers. 
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air, are heading home 
again. Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, the world offers itself to 
your imagination, calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting ð 
over and over announcing your place in the family of things.ò 

 

Greetingôs members and friends of First Presbyterian Church of 
Victor, 

The poem above reminds me time and again that I am not perfect, 
and that I am allowed to fail, but also more than anything reminds 
me that I am to be a person of grace.  That is 100% true for all of 
you as well; you do not have to be perfect, and you are allowed to 
fail, and you are also a person of grace. You might not know this 
about me, but for the longest time I was not able to give myself 
grace when I made mistakes or failed to live up to either my 
expectations or othersô expectations of me.  Nowhere was the sting 
of guilt more pointed and painful than my relationship with 
God.  It all changed when I sat at a meeting of Pastors and Elders 
from the RCA equivalent to Presbytery called the Classis.  At the 
Rochester Classis meeting in the summer of 2011 as I was about to 
become a candidate for ordained ministry, I spoke about college, 
my learning I had done in my Christian Ministry program, and my 
calling to ministry.  I named all the guilt, hang-ups I had, and the 
desire to live a morally pure and upright life as a Christian.  As I 
mentioned in my sermon on May 16, my early understanding of 
Christianity was that there were all these steps I had to do to earn 
Godôs grace and love.  I felt this way at this meeting with the 
Classis. 



ñIndeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from 
marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.ò  
          Hebrews 4:12 

  н 
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A wonderful and gracious Pastor in the Classis asked me this 
question: ñdo you have a hard time giving yourself grace?ò  The 
question itself cut through the pretension and guilt I had been 
feeling.  I was alarmed by the question; it was harsh and exciting to 
think that grace could be something we showed toward ourselves!  In 
the conversation that followed I learned that I had been way too hard 
on myself. I was trying to be perfect, but as a result was feeling more 
and more guilty.  A cloud lifted that day and I realized what Mary 
Oliverôs poem says in its opening lines to be true: I didnôt have to be 
ógood,ô I didnôt have to shamefully ñcrawl on my knees through a 
desert landscape repentingò time and again for all of the things I had 
ever done wrong.  Purity, perfection, guilt, shame, and all the other 
practices I had been doing to try and tame sin in my life were 
exhausting attempts of my own doing to try and make myself holy 
and right with God.  Have you ever felt any of those?  Have you ever 
felt like you werenôt living up to your own expectations or of the 
expectations of those around you?   

I mention this poem, and my experience here, hoping that it will be 
encouraging as you reflect on your own life and experience of grace.  Let 
me be pastoral and speak into your life: ñyou can give yourself some 
grace when you fail and when you make mistakes.ò  As humans it is 
bound to happen, and as Christians we are not excluded from trying 
hard to become better, failing at it, and trying again.  We all have things 
we have despair over; we all have things we have guilt over, but as 
Christians we also have this altogether wonderful and life changing 
truth that we are claimed by Godôs love and forgiveness.  We name in 
the Lordôs prayer every week a desire for God to forgive us as we forgive 
one another.  Sometimes I think we need to offer forgiveness and grace 
to ourselves, because all too often we are our own worst critic, are we 
not?  I find that I am often harsher and more unforgiving of my own 
faults than I am of others.   

The invitation today as you read this is to look back and reflect on the 
past year and a half and offer grace and forgiveness to others, and to 
situations.  All of us have had despair and longing over the time we have 
spent in the pandemic.  We have been let down in one way or 
another.  We have all grieved different losses as well as the ways our 
expectations and needs have not been met.  As a church community 
there is the tremendous loss of connection, usual habits, fellowship, 
ministry, and add to that the loss of Pastor Colin at the end of last year 
as he took another call.  Perhaps even in the past few months with my 
arrival as your Interim there has been continued grief, frustration, and 
perhaps your expectations of me have left you feeling let down as 
well.  Personally, and corporately as the congregation, we must be 
willing to offer grace and love.  We arenôt flippant about it. We do not do 
so without also offering accountability for our actions, but we do this 
knowing that healing for all that has been, can only come through grace 
and forgiveness. 

https://www.facebook.com/firstvictorpres/
https://www.facebook.com/firstvictorpres/


 

Sundays, 10 am 
YouTube Livestream & In-person*  

Sunday Service 
 

 

JUNE WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

June 6th~ 10am Sunday Worship (Communion) 

June 13th~ 10am Sunday Worship 

June 20th~ 10am Sunday Worship (Fatherôs Day) 

June 27th~ 10am Sunday Worship  
 

 

 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

ñDo not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of Godðwhat is 
good and acceptable and perfect.ò     Romans 12:2 

  о 

Re-read Mary Oliverôs poem now. Join with me as we look to the final 
couple lines to be a rededication of our lives to one another, God, and 
this community.  ñWhoever you are, no matter how lonely, the world 
offers itself to your imagination, calls to you like the wild geese, harsh 
and exciting ð over and over announcing your place in the family of 
thingséò  As we let our bodies ólove what we love,ô as the world calls out 
to us óharsh and exciting,ô might we wonder together about óour place in 
the family of things.ô   

In closing let me say this: ñI love you all for who you are and who you 
are becoming, and I offer you forgiveness, grace, and my commitment 
to do the good and hard work of being transformed together as a 
community.  My hope is that you would offer the same for me and for 
each other.ò 

Your fellow servant  in Christ, 

Pastor Nick 

Pastor Nickôs Office Hours 

Tuesday- Fri: 9-4 

pastor@victorpres.org 

585-924-2289 Church Office 

585-698-9064 Pastoral emergencies 


